Description
The book is divided into four sections. Part I examines the relationship between theory and method, and issues that arise such as ethical and practical restraints. After introducing the objectives and structure of the book, Chapter 2 discusses the role of implicit and explicit theory in research and has considerable coverage of the philosophy of science and its application in psychological research. In contrast the discussion about qualitative and quantitative methods is rather brief and super®cial. Chapter 3 covers the practical and ethical issues that need to be considered when planning research systematically and provides a basic step-by-step guide to formulating research questions and the issues that should be considered. This chapter also provides a useful summary of ethical guidelines.
Part II concentrates on methods of data collection with chapters on the experimental method, single case experimental designs, quasi-experimental designs, surveys, and facet theory. On the whole, this section is clearly written and provides a good introduction to the different methods. Chapter 4 provides straightforward coverage of the experimental method with an, albeit brief, discussion of its limitations. Chapter 5 examines different types of single case experimental design with a useful discussion of how to analyse the different types of design, covering the appropriate statistics and pitfalls thereof. Chapter 6 provides a clear introduction to different types of quasi-experimental designs with good discussion of their strengths and limitations. Chapter 7 is a clear and informative overview of surveys and sampling issues. Finally, Chapter 8 introduces facet theory, described by one of the Editors as a meta-theoretical approach to research, which I found somewhat at odds with the rest of this section.
Part III looks at techniques of eliciting data and the range of topics covered is quite impressive. More speci®cally, this section includes chapters on doing research with special groups, cross cultural research, levels of measurement, questionnaire design, psychometric tests, psychophysical methods, psychophysiological methods, direct observation, interviewing, discourse analysis, qualitative analysis using a data display model, structuring qualitative analysis, diary techniques, and focus groups. This section is the biggest in the book, consisting of fourteen chapters, and provides an extensive resource for researchers who want to explore the use of different methods. The majority of chapters are informative and some provide useful guidelines for novice researchers, such as common wording problems in questionnaire design, whether to use parametric statistics on ordinal data, and the stages of pilot research needed to develop an interview schedule.
Part IV mostly appears to examine the assumptions and use of statistics, including chapters on bivariate statistics, multivariate statistics, structural equation modelling and meta-analysis, but also including chapters on computer modelling, ethnographic and action research. The chapter on bivariate statistics provides a basic introduction to de®ni-tions, bivariate designs and statistical terms, with decision trees for ®nding the appropriate statistical test. I feel that this chapter would have been better situated towards the beginning of the book, as it explains terms, such as parametric, that have already been used liberally in previous chapters. The chapters that follow, on multivariate statistics and structural equation modelling, are in strong contrast to the chapter on bivariate statistics; assuming much more knowledge on the part of the reader. However, for those who have this knowledge, these chapters are useful overviews or introductions to techniques Ð particularly the chapter on structural equation modelling.
Conclusion
In general the chapters are well written and conform to a common structure of outlining the method, giving examples of how the method can be used, discussing limitations and specifying further reading for people interested in more detail. This latter feature is a particularly useful feature of the book for experienced researchers. The chapters are fairly short Ð making them easy to read and digest. However, the book lacks an overall coherence that is more readily found in single-authored textbooks. A few chapters appear at odds with the section they are included in, such as the chapter on ethnography in the ®nal section, which consisted mainly of chapters on statistical methods. Some topics, such as sampling, appear in different chapters of the book, which does enable each chapter to stand alone, but can get repetitive and means that coverage of some topics is disjointed. However, the clear bene®t of an edited text is that it provides extensive coverage of topics not always covered in other textbooks. In summary the strength of this book is its broad coverage of a range of research methods, both qualitative and quantitative, that provide useful introductions for students or researchers who are unfamiliar with these methods andaor are considering using them. I therefore feel it is particularly suited to use as a resource for those who are looking for accessible overviews of different approaches to research methods, rather than as a single introductory text on research methods.
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